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PROJECT OBJECTIVES:

• Adapt evidence-based 
initiatives proven in other 
jurisdictions 

• Confirm the effectiveness 
of MuST AKT 

• Optimize the 
implementation

• Scale to the two living 
kidney donor centers in 
Alberta.

THE PROBLEM 
Transplantation offers longer survival and be�er quality of life for patients with 
kidney failure. Unfortunately, there are not enough organs available and 20% of 
patients die on dialysis waiting for a deceased donor kidney.

THE SOLUTION
Living kidney donation is a safe and proven treatment that leads to even be�er 
patient and health system outcomes than deceased donor kidney transplant and 
personalized support provided by a multidisciplinary team to inform and educate 
the patients’ social network increases rates by 34%.

GOAL
With the Kidney Health Strategic Clinical Network (KH-SCN) and stakeholders, 
evidence-based initiatives proven in other jurisdictions will be adapted to create the 
Multidisciplinary Support To Access living donor Kidney Transplant (MuST AKT).

For patients with kidney failure the two treatment options are kidney transplantation or 
dialysis. Transplantation offers longer survival, be�er quality of life and provides cost 
savings for the health system (>$60,000/year per patient). Unfortunately, there are not 
enough organs available and 20% of patients die on dialysis waiting for a deceased 
donor kidney.

Living kidney donation is a safe and proven treatment that leads to even be�er patient 
and health system outcomes than deceased donor kidney transplant. The KHSCN 
identified increasing living kidney donation as a priority and in 2015 established the 
Living Donor Kidney Transplant Working Group (LDKTWG) comprised of patients, 
donors, health care professionals, researchers, and administrators. 

This project will adapt evidence-based initiatives proven in other jurisdictions to create 
MuST AKT, and confirm its effectiveness in Alberta. The implementation will then be 
optimized and scaled to the two living kidney donor centers in Alberta.

ABOUT PRIHS VALUE & TERM
Combined pool of funds available:  $7 million. Individual award’s 
period of support: up to three years.

FOCUS AREAS 
PRIHS V provides a streamlined process for connecting Alberta’s 
academic institutions with Strategic Clinical Networks™ (SCNs), 
patients, providers and leaders in AHS to:

•    Translate research evidence into testable solutions that 
address priority health system challenges in Alberta as 
articulated by the SCNs; and

•    Generate the evidence needed to identify and accelerate the 
spread and/or scale of solutions that foster more efficient 
and/or effective use of health care resources.

The PRIHS program is designed to align the 
knowledge production efforts of researchers 
with the evidence needs of the health system. 
This is achieved by providing opportunities for 
researchers to propose solutions to priority 
health system challenges and access support 
from SCNs and other expertise within AHS to 
administer implementation studies. These 
implementation studies will help AHS identify 
and advance solutions that improve health 
care quality, health outcomes and value for 
Albertans.




