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The Partnership for Research and Innovation in the Health System (PRIHS) is a matched (50:50) investment 
between Alberta Innovates (Al) and Alberta Health Services (AHS). Together AHS, as the single integrated 
provincial health delivery system and Alberta Innovates as the single provincial Research and Innovation 
agency help accelerate research and innovation (R&I) to achieve targeted impact for Alberta and 
Albertans. PRIHS enables the piloting of innovative evidence-informed practices to understand whether 
those practices should be brought to scale within Alberta. PRIHS includes a central role for Strategic 
Clinical Networks™ (SCNs) and an interdisciplinary approach that integrates the expertise of researchers, 
clinicians, administrators, patients and family advisors, policymakers and other stakeholders to transform 
and improve healthcare delivery and patient outcomes that will contribute to achieving a sustainable 
health system in Alberta. 

PRIHS is a mechanism to bridge innovation, tools, processes, and data to help validate the utility of research 
outputs through practical application in the Alberta health system. PRIHS acts as a testing phase where 
solutions to health system problems can be applied, further refined, adapted and considered for scale and 
spread. A key aim of PRIHS is the identification and advancement of solutions that improve health care 
quality, health outcomes, and value for Albertans. 

Each iteration of PRIHS has had specific objectives, while the overall goals are to streamline processes for 
connecting Alberta's academic institutions with SCNs, patients, providers, and AHS leaders to: 

• Translate research evidence into testable solutions that address priority health system challenges in 
Alberta; and 

• Generate the evidence needed to identify and accelerate the spread and/or scale of solutions that foster 
more efficient and/or effective use of health care resources. 

To ensure PRIHS continues to deliver on its goals, and for further improvement, an evaluation was 
conducted in 2020. The purpose of the evaluation was two- fold. The primary purpose was to assess how 
well PRIHS has been implemented to date, so that both AHS and Al could identify strengths and potential 
areas to improve future implementation. In addition, the evaluation was intended to inform capacity 
building initiatives to further enhance the supports available to researchers and implementers how to 
better scale and spread projects for maximum impact. The second purpose was to understand and 
summarize the program's progress and results to date with the purpose of ensuring success. The 
timeframe for the evaluation was from program launch in 2014 to September 2019 and the first six 
iterations of PRIHS  were  in scope. 

 
An overview of key messages and evaluation finding are outlined in the PRIHS Evaluation Key 
Messages and Executive Summary. Questions about the evaluation can be directed to Al's 
Performance Management and Evaluation team. 
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